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Mr. Jorge Cancio Meliá

Mr. Jorge Cancio Meliá is Advisor at the Directorate for Information Society Services (DISS), acting as Deputy to its Director, within the State Secretariat for Telecommunications and Information Society (SETSI). SETSI is the principal body within the Spanish Government responsible for telecommunications and information society policies. The Directorate for Information Society Services covers different topics, such as information society services and electronic commerce regulation and supervision, electronic signatures providers’ regulation and supervision, policy relating to domain names and, in particular, the “.es”, definition of Internet Governance policy, intellectual property issues associated to the information society, re-use of public sector information as well as information and network security. 

Mr. Cancio Meliá is the principal legal and policy advisor of the Directorate in the abovementioned fields and in the international arena he has been so far DISS’ representative for Internet Governance issues both in the UN World Summit on the Information Society and in European Union (EU) coordination working groups, acting as coordinator of the Spanish EU Presidency activities on Internet Governance issues in 2010. 

In the field of re-use of public sector information (PSI) Mr. Cancio was involved in the drafting of the Spanish law regulating this field (adopted in 2007), is member of the EU PSI-Group, and is part of the strategic steering team of the Aporta Project (www.aporta.es <http://www.aporta.es/> ) which aims to promote a culture of re-use of PSI in Spain.

He holds a law degree from the Universidad Autónoma de Madrid as well as a LL.M. from the Benjamin N. Cardozo Law School, New York.


Ms. Katitza Rodríguez
 
Ms. Katitza Rodríguez is International Rights Director at the Electronic Frontier Foundation ( http://www.eff.org <http://www.eff.org>  ).  She concentrates on comparative policy and legal analysis of international privacy issues, with special emphasis on law enforcement, government surveillance, and cross border data flows. Her work in EFF's International Program also focuses on cyber security at the intersection of privacy, freedom of expression, and copyright enforcement. She is an advisor to the UN Internet Governance Forum (2009-2010), and a member of the Advisory Board of Privacy International. Before joining EFF, she was the Director of the International Privacy Program at the Electronic Privacy Information Center in Washington D.C., where she was responsible for coordinating and organizing the participation of global civil society in the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Ministerial Meeting in 2008. That effort resulted in the creation of the Civil Society Information Society Advisory Council (CSISAC), a landmark achievement for civil society representation at the OECD. Katitza served as the liaison for CSISAC at the OECD from 2009 - April 2010. She was the Research Editor of Privacy and Human Rights Report, an international survey of privacy law and developments in 78 countries. She monitors international policy developments at various international venues, including the OECD, the privacy sub-group of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation forum (APEC), the United Nations' Internet Governance Forum, the Data Protection Commissioners’ Meeting and the Ibero-American Data Protection Network.



Mr Parminder Jeet Singh

Mr Parminder Jeet Singh worked for nearly a decade in the government, where he initiated innovative e-governance projects. During this time, in 2001, he co-authored the book, “Government@Net: E-governance opportunities for India” (Sage Publications). He was invited to do a research study at the INSEAD Business School in France on ‘New ICTs for community and governance institutions'. Subsequently, he has worked with many ICTD field projects, as well as in policy research and advocacy related to information society issues.

At IT for Change, Parminder is the coordinator of a UNDP-funded field project, which aims to bring new ICTs to disadvantaged rural women, and is co-coordinator of IT for Change’s research and advocacy project ‘Information Society for the South’. 

In the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), Parminder was active in the debates around financing and information society governance issues. He is closely associated with post-WSIS structures, namely the Commission on Science and Technology for Development (CSTD), UN Global Alliance for ICTs and Development (GAID), and the UN Internet Governance Forum (IGF). He is currently a co-coordinator of the Civil Society Internet Governance Caucus. 

Parminder is a member of the Strategy Council of the UN’s Global Alliance on ICTs and Development, and a Special Advisor to the Chair of the Multi-stakeholder Advisory Group of the UN’s Internet Governance Forum.


Mr Christopher Corbin

Christopher Corbin is an independent researcher in the development of the emerging information and knowledge economy and was an Analyst in the eContentplus funded ePSIplus Thematic Network from September 2006 though to February 2009.  Besides supporting European Union led initiatives support has also been provided to the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) initiatives related to public sector information. Over the past 10 years he has also been involved and contributed to a number of European projects and initiatives related to public sector information that included GINIE (Geographic Information Network in Europe), MEPSIR (Measuring European Public Sector Information Resources), ePSINet, ePSINet-CEE and SPREAD (Stimulate and promote good practices in the field of digital content in Eastern and Western Europe). 

Christopher Corbin is currently an expert member of the UK Advisory Panel for Public Sector Information (APPSI) [http://www.appsi.gov.uk/members/index.htm] – appointed January 2008 for a 3 year period, a member of the Open Knowledge Foundation Advisory Board (OKFN) [http://okfn.org/advisory_board] and an advisor to the European Public Sector Information Platform [http://www.epsiplatform.net/]


Dr. Pauline Pollard
 
Pauline Pollard is an independent researcher, and participated in several meetings of the e-PSI-plus Thematic Network acting as a rapporteur and presenter. She developed an interest in the potential of geographic information to provide information infrastructure for governmental organisations whilst working within UK local government. She pursued this interest as an academic at the University of West of England, Bristol where she lectured in information systems. 
 
Pauline Pollard contributed for several years to the Information and Communication Technology (ICT) theme of the European Group for Public Administration. These contributions drew attention to the contradiction between new public management policies that commodify data and the need to use data strategically to enable e-government linkage within and between organisations, and with the citizen.   
 
Pauline Pollard’s doctorate examines the development of UK address registers within the context of changing European Union legislation. It analyses the institutional nature of ICT-enabled organisational change, and the implications if this for governance and the knowledge economy.
    
 














Professor Anne Fitzgerald is a Brisbane-based intellectual property and e-commerce lawyer. She is a Professor in Law Research at QUT Law School where she is involved in research on several projects including Open Access to Knowledge (OAK) law and the Cooperative Research Centre for Spatial Information.

Anne has a JSD degree from Columbia University, New York (2002) a LLM degree from Columbia University (1992) and a LLM (International Business Law) from the University of London (1989). Her doctoral thesis at Columbia University dealt with the topic of regulation of large mining and resources projects in Australia (see “Mining agreement: negotiated frameworks in the Australian minerals sector” (2002).  She graduated in law from the University of Tasmania (LLB(Hons)), after first completing a social work degree (BSW) at the University of Queensland. She is a member of the Queensland Bar and has also been admitted to legal practice in Victoria and Tasmania.

Anne has an extensive background in the areas of intellectual property law, internet and e-commerce law and international trade law. Since 1991 she has taught subjects in these areas at several universities and has delivered addresses at many conferences in Australia and overseas. Current teaching commitments at QUT include the Law Masters subjects Intellectual Property Law, Patents & Biotechnological Inventions, Patent Law & Commercialisation and Electronic Commerce Law.  

Anne has served terms as a member of Australia’s two principal federal government-appointed standing advisory committees on intellectual property: she was a member of the Advisory Council on Intellectual Property (ACIP) which advises IP Australia from 1996 to 1999 and, as a member of the Copyright Law Review Committee’s Expert Advisory Group from 2005 to 2008, participated in the CLRC’s major (simplification) review of the copyright system. From 2004 to 2007 she was a member of the Queensland Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries’ Intellectual Property Advisory Group. She was a consultant to the review of Australia’s innovation system (Venturous Australia: Building strength in innovation (2008)) and was commissioned Government 2.0 Taskforce to write a report on copyright (Engage: Getting on with Government 2.0 (2009)).





Mr Rolf Nordqvist

Rolf Nordqvist is chairman of the PSI Alliance and works at Bisnode Venture & Development and is responsible for PSI-matters within the Bisnode Group.  Bisnode is one of Europe’s leading providers of digital business information and is located in 19 European countries.

Mr Nordqvist has been responsible for building the Swedish National Company Register and as a business area manager managed the development of the Swedish online service InfoTorg.  He has also been active as general manager for companies in the direct marketing field and inquiry services.

Mr Nordqvist holds a Master of Political Sciences degree from the University of Stockholm.
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